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of an ideology which its advocates do not really believe. This
business of preparing for the Age of Plenty is 'so serious and
compelling that we cannot afford to befuddle our brains with an
unnecessary infusion of metaphors.

The dialectic is attractive because the path of reason really is a
difficult one, and if Haldane wishes to show us how to take the
difficult path of reason, he could put his outstanding ability to
better use than by giving us plausible examples of the dialectical
formulae. The histcfty of Marxism is a record of repeated mistakes
which could have been avoided if Marxists relied more on research
which would reveal a variety of possible contingencies and less on
reasoning from insufficient data to seemingly inevitable con-
clusions. At one time Marxists were confident that unemployment
resulting from overproduction would inevitably lead to revolu-
tion. They failed to reckon with the possibility that the prosperous
classes might find it more convenient to undertake large-scale
projects of outdoor relief. To-day Marxists reject Federal Union
because imperialist powers will "inevitably" refuse to give up
their colonies. They cannot reckon with the fact that technical
advances have now made warfare a menace to industrial capital
and threaten to impose a troglodyte existence on rich and poor
alike. The inevitable is invariably 2 sufficient excuse for refraining
from constructive action and for pursuing a consistent policy of
opposition. The inner necessity of the dialectic is the mirror image
of the dflri-mind; and the repudiation of constructive hopefulness
which a scientific outlook can bring to bear on social questions.

Perhaps one reason why the dialectic exercises such a curious
fascination for minds as nimble as those of Haldane and Levy
is that some Socialists lightheartedly assume that the substitution
of a collectivist for a capitalist economy will necessarily lead to
a better society. While all Socialists agree that private enterprise
conducted for profit has become an obstacle to human enlighten-
ment and to technical progress, as chattel slavery proved to be
an obstruction to science and advancing prosperity in the civilizsfc-
tions of classical antiquity, some Socialists also recognize that the
abolition of chattel slavery was accompanied by many setbacks;